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SUBJECT: I I 
COMMITTEE ON THE COUP ATTEMPT 
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1. C - ENTIRE TEXT. 



2. POLOFF MET WITHl 



ION FEBRUARY 6 TO DISCUSS THE FEBRUARY 4 COUP 



ATTEMPT . 
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PnMMTTTBB ftwn OF P*' H Bl 

'coMMEMTEd A3 FoLLoWi!. 

WHY THE COUP ATTEMPT OCCURRED 



3 I [ATTRIBUTES THE COUP ATTEMPT PRIMARILY TO CAP'S Bl 



AND~TOE~507eWiENT*S LOSS OF CONTACT WITH THE COUNTRY. 
"CAP SHOULD DRASTICALLY CUT BACK ON HIS TRIPS ABROAD AND 
SPEND MORE TIME HF. PF BEING SE EN TO BE ATTENDING TO THE 
COUNTRY'S PROBLEMS , " | ^ TRESSED . WHAT PLAYS WELL 
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ABROAD DOES NOT NECESSARILY PLAY WELL HERE, HE CONTINUED, 
AND FOREIGN ADULATION OF THE PRESIDENT DOES NOT MATTER TO 
THE AVERAGE VENEZUELAN, WHO PERCEIVES THAT CAP SPENDS HIS 
TIME GIVING THE NATIONAL PATRIMONY AWAY TO FOREIGNERS 
WHILE TJ&T TVF. VENEZU ELANS GO HUNGRY. POLITICS IS A MATTER 



OF SYMOLS 



INT ON, AND CAP HAS TO MAKE OF 

HIMSELF A SYMBOL OF CARING AND TO REESTABLISH "PERSONAL" 
HONTACT W ITH THE COUNTRY. PERHAPS, AS IN THE "OLD DAYS," 



fONTINUED, CAP COULD SET ASIDE SOME TIME EACH WEEK 
7ft] 



UUKJim Wh ich to receive the common man and listen to his 

PROBLEMS . 

WHY THE COUP ATTEMPT FAILED 

4. A ttributes the coup attempt's failure to the 

plotters' fanaticism and tunnel-vision. "they needed a 
political advisor," he laughed. their ignorance of the 
importance of securing lines of communication and 
transportation, especially the media, ensured their 
defeat. another important factor in the coup plotters' 
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FAILURE WAS THE STRONG BACKING WHICH OTHER POLITICIANS, 
ESPECIAL LY THE PARTY LEADERS, GAVE CAP. FOR INSTANCE, 

I nQTEP . IF COPEI SECRETARY GENERAL EDUARDO 
FERNANDEZ HAD SAID ON NATIONAL TELEVISION IN THE EARLY 
MORNING HOURS OF FEBRUARY 4 WHAT RAFAEL CALDERA SAID IN 
CONGRESS LATER THAT DAY, THE COUP WOULD PROBABLY HAVE 
SUCCEEDED, AND CALDERA WOULD NEVER HAVE HAD THE CHANCE TO 
SPEAK OUT. (CALDERA APPEARED PARTIALLY TO JUSTIFY THE 
COUP ATTEMPT , IN HIS REMARKS IN CON GRESS. AS A NATURAL 
RESPONSE TO ECONOMIC HARDSHIP. WHAT | ^ VIDENTLY 
MEANT IN SAYING THIS WAS THAT THE PEOPLK WOUli) HAVE 
INTERPRETED SUCH A COMMENTARY, WHILE THE OUTCOME OF THE 
COUP ATTEMPT WAS STILL IN DOUBT, AS A CALL TO TAKE TO THE 
ciT PTrgT g flu SUP PORT OF THE REBELS, AND THEY MIGHT HAVE DONE 
^CHARACTERIZED CALDERA' S CONGRESSIONAL 



Politically astute" in that they reflected 
the attitude of the average venezuelan. as a result of 

CALDERA' S CONGRESSIONAL INTERVENTION, HE IS UNDOUBTEDLY 
THE "MOST POPULAR" POLITICIAN IN VENEZUELA AT THE MOMENT, 



POLITICAL EFFECTS OF THE COUP ATTEMPT 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

S J b OES NOT EXPECT MAJOR POLITICAL CHANGES AS A B1 

RESULT OF THE COUP ATTEMPT. COPE I, HE SAID, WOULD 

CONTINUE TO SUPPORT THE ECONOMIC REFORM PROGRAM IN THE B 
FRAMEWORK OF A CONSTRUCTIVE, LOYAL OPPOSITION. I I 
EXPECTS THE GOVERNMENT TO DO LIKEWISE. HE HOPES THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT WILL IMPROVE ITS ABILITY TO COMMUNICATE WITH 
THE REST OF THE COUNTRY AND TO ADMINISTER SOCIAL PROGRAMS 
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i SO HOPES 



INTENDED TO ALLEVIATE POPULAR PLIGHT. 

THAT THE PARTIES WILL DISCIPLINE THOSE IN THEIR RANKS 
GUILTY OF CORRUPTION AND PAY MORE ATTENTION TO COPING WITH 
NATIONAL PROBLEMS. IF AN "OUTSIDER" PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDATE WITH LT. COL. CHAVEZ' CHARISMA AND 
"ANTI -POLITICS" PLATFORM WERE TO EMERGE , | 
HE WOULD BE OVERWHELMINGLY ELECTED. 



Bl 



IMMEDIATE PROBLEM: DEALING WITH THE MILITARY 

6 . | l is UNCOMFORTABLE WITH THE WAY IN WHICH THE Bl 

GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN HANDLING THE MILITARY. HE FINDS IT 
"UNBELIEVABLE" THAT NOTHING WAS DONE TO DETER LT. COL. 
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SUBJECT * [ I 

chavez f r I aS AHP H I S CoLmAGTHSs " b-fciyyi'l 'E Information ahuOt 

twf. T"R COUP-PLOTTING HAVING BEEN AVAILABLE FOR 8 YEARS. 



EFFECT ON CONGRESS 
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POOH-POOHED SPECULATION THAT THE COUP ATTEMPT 



WOULD CAUSE LENGTHY DELAYS IN CONGRESSIONAL CONSIDERATION 
OF PENDING LEGISLATION. THE NEXT DAY, HE SAID, CONGRESS 
WOULD CREATE A SPECIAL COMMISSION TO INVESTIGATE THE COUP 
ATTEMPT. MEANWHILE , CONGRESS ' REGULAR WORK WOULD CONTINUE 
APACE . AFTER THE NATU RAL DISTRACTION OF THE FIRST FEW 
DAYS, f~~ | CONGRESS' RHYTHM WOULD RETURN TO 

NORMAL . SKOL 
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